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cannot be said to have done much more than hold her own;
whereas her sister has made a decided success. Madame Strom-
feld, who appeared as Marguerite de Valois in Les Huguenots,
is blonde, plump, and over thirty. She has a phenomenal range
upward, and is apparently a highly cultivated musician and
experienced singer. It is a pity to have to add that the freshness of
the voice is gone, except at the top, where some of the more im-
possible notes are remarkably brilliant. Mile Maria Peri, aided by
youth, screamed her way through Valentina, barely holding the
C in the duet with Marcel for half its appointed duration, and
occasionally forcing her chest register up to middle A, a fourth
higher than she can afford, if she wishes to keep her voice. And
here I must drop the Opera for this week, as I have other matters
to record.

Sarasate, set up by the autumn holiday, left all criticism behind
him at his first concert on Saturday week. He also left Mr Cusins
behind by half a bar or so all through the two concertos, the un-
premeditated effects of syncopation resulting therefrom being
more curious than delectable. Bertha Marx gave a recital on
Thursday. It was very brilliant, and brilliant in a sympathetic
way; but O, Miss Bertha, if you would only mix just a little
thought with the feeling now and then! Essipoff gave her first
concert at Steinway Hall on the same evening. I see that Mr
Kappey is going to give a lecture today (Tuesday) at the Chelsea
Town Hall on military music. I hope he will, with Colonel Shaw-
Hellier's assistance, succeed in wakening people up to the im-
portance of having plenty of good wind bands among us. That
is the sort of music that really attracts the average Briton to take
up an instrument himself.

5 November 1890

I CANNOT say that the Covent Garden repertory has been re-
inforced by La Gioconda, a mere instance of the mischief which
great men bring upon the world when small men begin to wor-
ship them. Shakespear set all the dramatic talent in England
wasting itself for centuries on bombast and blank verse; Michael
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